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protects tho eye,  by   procuring grain from
outside, besides remitting tho tax on the nine
kinds of grain, the tax of 4,000 pagodas levied
for building the  walls  in M. Boauvoilier's
time, and tho 1,000 pagodas on account of the
shroils' shops,   Thus ho protected the people
in time of need like an oye-lid.   In his time
alone the town deserved tho name and tho
prosperity which it then attained continued
till now, enabling it to bear tho taxes imposed
on it throe or four times.   But now it.ca.n
bear no more taxes.'   Tims the petition spoke
at length of M. Lonoir's pains to protect the
people.   M. Oourtiii said,   c That's true, for I
have heard people who wore in tho Govern-
ment talk about it.   Tho present man would
fain do ten times more good, but your ill-
' fortune and the evil times cause what is go-
ing on now.   Tho writer of this petition must
1)0 a clever man and an oyo-witness of what
took place in the country.   Who is he ? '    M.
Dubois after examining the two writings said
that ho who had fixed tho amount of lax must
have written this petition also.   I remained
silent.   Then they came back to the matter of
collecting the money,   Tho MaMnAttdw said,
'Yesterday when  we talked with M. Lally
about this matter, he said that wo need not
pay this tax.'    M. Dubois said to M. Ley lit,
; Tho Tamils have already paid three or four
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